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This is an easy and very interesting walk 
around Bristol’s Floating Harbour. The 
route passes marinas and moorings 
for pleasure boats, and several pubs, 
bars and cafés on the north side of the 
harbour, with views across the water 
to the M Shed cranes, The Matthew 
of Bristol and the SS Great Britain, 
before crossing the lock and sluice gates 
that maintain the water level. The 
return permits a closer look at these 
attractions from the harbour’s south 
side.

B R I S TO L 

OS information

 ST 587 724
Explorer 155

Distance
2.9 miles / 4.7 km
Time
1¾ hours
Start / Finish
Mud Dock, Bristol 
Floating Harbour
Parking BS1 4QY

The Grove car park 
(pay and display)
Public toilets
Millennium Square, 
just off route 
between 1  and 2

Cafés / pubs
Mud Dock Café at 

; many other 
bars, cafés and 
restaurants en route
Terrain
Mostly paved; short 
sections of cobbles
Hilliness
Flat
Footwear
Year round

H A R B O U R S I D E
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Did you know? Floodplain meadows are rich in 
plant and animal life. The Severn and Avon valleys 
have over 10% of the remaining floodplains in 
England and Wales, and one of the largest curlew 
populations in the southern lowlands. The Wildfowl 
and Wetlands Trust is running the ‘Flourishing 
Floodplains’ project to create and restore these 
valuable habitats.

Local legend It is said that the legendary Prince 
Bladud was banished from court because he was 
suffering from leprosy. After wading through 
the muddy crossing of the Avon at Swineford, 
he noticed he was healed and returned to court. 
According to the legend, he went on to become 
king of the Britons and founded the city of Bath, 
inspired by the mineral-rich healing waters.

Public 
transport

Bus service 19, 
between Bath Bus 
Station and Bristol 
Parkway Station, 
to the Swineford 
stop on the A431, 
near : firstbus.
co.uk

Accessibility

Grassy paths and 
kissing-gates along 
the route mean 
this walk is not 
accessible; steep 
steps down from 
the Bristol and Bath 
Railway Path

Dogs
Welcome but on 

a lead across 
farmland. One stone 
stile with no dog 
gate between 4

and 5  (see detour 
to avoid it)
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½ mile

Charlotte 
Street car 
park

 With your back to the car 
park toilets, take the path 
downhill.
 Cross Monmouth Place 
and continue ahead to a 
sentry box at the edge of 
a park.

 Turn right and walk 200 
yards to the river. On meeting 
the riverside path, bear right.
 Walk beside the river, pass 
under a bridge and keep ahead
until a path junction just 
before the second bridge.

1
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Park junction before 

a bridge

Park 
entrance
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 Pulteney Bridge and Weir
Pulteney Bridge was built by a property developer 
who wanted to convert the village of Bathwick 
into a fancy suburb of Bath. To do this, the river 
needed a bridge instead of a ferry. The bridge was 
designed by Robert Adam and opened in 1773. It 
was named after the property developer’s wife, 
Frances Pulteney. The weir was used to provide 
water to two mills and was rebuilt in the 1970s 
with added flood controls. 

 The Roman Baths
This building was more to the Romans than just 
a place to bathe. It was also a temple where 
they worshipped the goddess Sulis Minerva, and 
it included a gym and sauna. The thermal springs 
that provided them with hot water for bathing 
still flow through the Great Bath today. Visits to 
the temple were not always for positive reasons; 
people sometimes threw curse tablets into the 
water to request divine retribution on their 
enemies (romanbaths.co.uk). 
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 Turn left onto the 
broad path along the 
ridge.
 Almost straight 
away, fork right
soon passing a picnic 
bench by a tree.
 Go through a gap 
between walls, stay 
left beside a wall 
(left) to where the 
path bends right.

 Turn left between 
walls, following 
the Bath Skyline 
waymarker.
 At the road, 
cross over and 
turn downhill to 
a National Trust 
Smallcombe sign, 
opposite the junction 
with Prospect Road.

 Turn right then left
through kissing-gates 
to cross a meadow, 
heading towards the 
abbey, to a water 
trough with a kissing-
gate beyond.

Bath Turnpike 
Trust

1½ miles 5
6

T-junction with 
a broad crossing 

path

Junction, where the 
path turns right
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This route starts at Bathwick Fields 
– a buttercup meadow. Traditionally, 
children hold these cheerful flowers 
under each other’s chins to 
determine whether they like butter.

The woods on this walk have a 
thick carpet of ramsons – wild garlic 
– in spring. Ramsons are easy to 
identify by their pungent aroma and 
garlicky taste. Hazel trees are loved 
by dormice. They are often coppiced 
(cut to ground level) to produce lots 
of useful poles. 

The woods are also home to 
speckled wood butterflies. They 
can often be seen basking in small 
patches of sunlight.

Nuthatches can sometimes be 
seen heading down the trunk of a 
tree. They are about the size of 
a great tit with blue-grey upper 
parts, chestnut sides, and a Zorro-
style black stripe across their eyes. 
Blackcaps are small and greyish 
brown. The males have the black cap 
while the females have a chestnut 
one. They used to be summer 
visitors from Europe, but more are 
now choosing to stay for winter.

N AT U R E  N O T E S

2 miles

Blackcaps: female on left, 
male on right



RRP £8.99

Short walks along 
the Avon Val ley – 
Bristol and Bath

10 easy-going walks of 
1½ to 3½ miles

 Stunning scenery: parkland, 
waterfront, follies and views

 Easy parking and public 
transport

 Refreshment stops

 Suitability for dogs

 Gain access to all routes in the 
book via the OS Maps App

Taking your time...
without taking all day

9 780319 093054

ISBN 978-0-319-09305-4
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 Turn left onto 
the stone path.

 From the car 
park, follow the lane 
above and behind 
the house to a metal 
gate across the road.

S T O R I E S  B E H I N D
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Clarken Coombe Lodge When  
this gatehouse (seen from 4 ) was refurbished 
in 2006, it was observed that several bat 
species were roosting in the building. To enable 
the renovation to proceed, the bats had to be 
protected. A ‘bat corridor’ was created from 
one of the towers to a single-storey extension, 
which was converted into a bespoke bat 
residence suitable for use as a maternity roost. 
The result? A successful renovation and an 
increase in the local bat population.

Tree Tops High 
Ropes There are many 
activities available to 
supplement a walk at 
Ashton Court Estate. These 
include three adrenaline-
inducing high ropes courses, 
graded by level of difficulty. 
Climb into the trees, clip 
yourself in and balance, leap 
and zip your way around 
the woods, high in the 
canopy. If you prefer your 
adventures closer to the 
ground, there are still plenty 
of options, including golf, 
foot golf, disc golf, mountain 
biking and a miniature 
railway.

Easy-to-follow 
route profile

Accessible routes 
for everyone


