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INTRODUCTION:
THE ADVENTURE
IN MAPS

OPPOSITE

FIC.1 A secton of
Sheet &5 (Downham)
of the OF Old Series
one-inch map of
England 8Wales

— including Upwell,
my childhood village.
Surveyed: 1810-21;
revised before
publication.

I am told there are people who do not care for maps, and I find i¢
hard to believe.

The names, the shapes of the woodlands, the courses of the roads and
rivers, the prebistoric footsteps of man still distinctly tvaceable up
hill and down dale, the mills and the ruins, the ponds and the ferries,
perhaps the Standing Stone or the Druidic Circle on the heath;

here is an inexbaustible fund of interest for any man with eyes

to see or twopence worth of imagination to understand with!

ROBERT LOUIS STEVEMSON, Treaswre Infand, 1896

When I was a child, I thought that every book had to start with a map.

At least, all the best ones in my little home library did. From the maps
of sandy pirate islands fringed by shipwrecks, to the maps of frost-filled
forests with secret doorways, magical castles, white witches and goblins
— when reading these books I would continually flick back to the map
at the start and carefully trace the journey of the characters with my
fingertip until we had all made it to the book’s end (and the map was
covered with all-new trails smeared in place by my grubby hands). If
a book didn't have a map within its first few pages, I quickly decided
that it wouldn’t be worth reading.

Thankfully, this book is filled with maps — so many, in fact, it was hard
to know precisely where to start. Eventually, I decided on a very old map
of that same boy’s own village.

This is the earliest detailed Ordnance Survey (OS) map of my
childhood village, Upwell, found in the Middle Fen where the Norfolk,
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THE FIRST OFFICIAL

ORDNANCE SURVEY MAP

Fic. 12 Theodolites
image, taken from

The Ordnance Surveys
Jubidee Book, published
and presented to Chieen
Wictoria in 1887,

Despite being only twenty-one years old when the job of mapping
Scotland was sent his way, it was obvious that William Roy had a gift
for map-making. When his Scottish map project ended, Roy moved
south and led a reconnaissance survey of southern England, before he
was asked to take charge of all the British military surveys two years
after the Seven Years War had ended in 1765.

But for all Roy's groundwork, success, and skill, it was the work he
began on the open shrubland of Hounslow Heath near London in the
summer of 1784 which would lead to the official establishment of O8

as we know it today.
Now a major-general, William Roy was commissioned by Sir Joseph
Banks, President of the Royal Society, to resolve a dispute over the
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F1C. 13 County of Kent map with part of Essex, dated 1801.

relative positions of the Royal Observatories in Greenwich and Paris.
To achieve this, Major-General Roy and his team needed to establish
a baseline: an accurate fixed line between two points from which all their
measurements could be taken. It took six years, but the baseline would
eventually stretch for five miles straight, from Hounslow Heath to
Hampton Poor House. It necessitated both ground clearance and the
use of the most sophisticated theodolite (a precision instrument used
to measure angles both horizontally and vertically) ever manufactured.

In 1785, Roy’s exacting technical work would win him the most
prestigious award in the Royal Society, the Copley Medal. However,
just five years later, aged sixty-four and with only three pages of his
final report left to be proofed, William Roy died.

His legacy lived on through his work. After his success with the
baseline, the following year the Board of Ordnance bought a second,
new and improved, theodolite for the princely sum of £373 14s. That



THE ONE-INCH
POPULAR EDITION

'The end of the First World War brought an immensely welcome
relief to Britain. The public wanted to escape to fresh air and nature
and to firmly leave the horrors of war behind.

Hiking, cycling, and outdoor activities were booming. The great
outdoors was a place for everyone, not just those who could afford
it, and the same needed to be true of Britain’s maps.

Other map-making firms were already exploiting this gap in the
market, and selling well. However, these maps were often of a low
quality — some plagiarised OS's work, and some stole their brand
name entirely. Historically, OS’s sales had largely been dominated by
the War Office and civil administration departments. For them to
branch into a mainstream market a revision of the one-inch maps was
required, with the aim of being more attractive and accessible to the

e som 1018 general public. With litle time to waste, the OS ‘One-Inch Popular
Shown in John Paddy Edition’ and the entire concept of the ‘Leisure’ map was launched.

Browne's Map Cover With a generation of cyclists and motorists taking to the wheel,
Are: A picrorial bistory of

Ordnance Survey cover these one-inch maps placed a greater emphasis on classifying and

illustrations, 1991,08.  labelling roads. Ramblers were aided by contours which showed
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Published: 1947.
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ANCIENT PATHWAYS

FiC. 49 Example of an O1d Corpee
Fioad (Lake District, Cumbiria)

as it appears on O8s Landranger
mapping (1:50 000).

Corpse Roads

For centuries, corpse or ‘coffin’ roads were used to transport
the deceased from their rural villages or farms on to their
parish church, or the closest available consecrated ground.

They became particularly important in the late medieval
period, when an increase in church building threatened the
authority of rural ministers. Fearing their parishioners would
favour a newer local church, and that their ‘mother church’
would lose its autonomy {and presumably part of their
income), church ministers insisted that the dead were brought
to the church that was originally within their jurisdiction.

No matter how arduous the journey, the corpse road to the
‘correct’ church remained in place until villages and farms
had successtully petitioned to use a closer church for their
burial needs.

Eventually, the corpse road faded in use. Some were later
adopted as general footpaths, with their origins long
forgotten, but in the remoter corners of Britain their legacy
continues in their names, and they are still mapped as such.

The Monks’ Trod

The countryside of Wales has long attracted people seeking a spiritual

peace within its coastlines, hills, and moors. For the twelfth-century

Cistercian monks, choosing to live by a strict code of frugality, self-

sufficiency, and solitude, Wales may have seemed close to perfection.
By 1226, thirteen Cistercian monasteries had been established across

‘Wales. Here, in the rural heart of mid-Wales, lies Strata Florida

(est. 1201) and Abbey Cwmhir (est. 1176). Both of these ancient

monasteries are in ruin today (but are looked after by excellent heritage
projects), but remarkably, a section of the 24-mile pathway that once

connected them both has survived.

Some B00 years ago, a considerable effort went into establishing this
narrow pathway in the hillside. A gruelling cut-and-fill technique was
used, where the earth would have been dug and then piled onto the
downbhill side to create a flat track for the upland ‘trod’. Due to its
isolation in the Cambrian mountains, the section displayed in this Old
Series map still remains largely ‘as it was’ today — but elsewhere sections
of the 24-mile route were upgraded. Some were paved and some appear
to have been widened for the droving of livestock. Others were adapted
into more modern paths, bridleways, and sections of road.

Nonetheless, the Monks' Trod is still marked on the modern OS map
section as an ‘Ancient Road’ — with the original upland section eventually
merging with a Bridleway on its way to Strata Florida.

B

TOP LEFT

FIC. 5o ‘01d Series
section of the Monks'
Trod. From close to
Pont ar Elan (Elan
Bridge), found in the
top-right corner of this
section, trace the
patheray minning below
the Esgair Rhiwlen
ridgeline and along the
top of Clawdd du mawr
{Big Black Rodk) to
Fihyd Hengae. Here it
fords the Afon Claerwen
and continues its joumey
westwards. OF Old
Series one-inch map of
England and Wales.
Sheet 56 N'W Radnor.

Burveyed: 1817232,
Revised: 1831-33.

BOTTOM LEFT
F12. 51 The Monks®
Trod marked on O
Landranger mapping
{1:50 000) asan
‘Ancient Road’.
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ON TRAIL

AROVE

FIC. 53 Section of
05 Old Series one-
inch map of England
and Wales. Sheet
56INW Radnorn

Surveyed: 1817-22.
Revised: 1831-33.

perceived as the higher-quality animals being farmed in Britain’s harder-
to-reach corners. At the peak of the droving season, herds of up to 200
sheep, cattle, goats, pigs, even flocks of geese and turkeys, could block the
drovers' roads for hours or more, and, if several drovers had joined forces,
the number of animals could swell to over 1,000, Come the 1800s, it was
estimated that central London’s Smithfield meat market was seeing over
100,000 cattle and 750,000 sheep arriving every year.

On this Old Series map section, the mid-Wales twin parishes of
Llanddewi Abergwessin and Llanfihangel Abergwessin (today, the
village of ‘Abergwesyn’) are located in the middle of a famous section of
drovers' road which once cut a trail across the Cambrian mountains. See
the single white road striking across Cefn Coch directly to the west of
the parishes? That is a 14-mile section of drovers' road which crosses two
mountains on its way from Tregaron village (an assembly point for the
Cardiganshire drovers known as ‘the home of many sheep and few people’)
to its terminus at these parishes’ legendary drovers' pub, “The Grouse Inn’.

Every drove was a roll of the dice, not least because of the changeable
‘Welsh weather and need for total self-reliance but, if it all went well, real
money was there to be made. In the early 18005, the drove leaders who
puided the Welsh Black cows over these mid-Wales hills could stand
to make several thousand pounds at the London markets.

Smugglers’ Trails

Hidden around the corner from the busy beaches of the English south-
west, you will find isolated sections of seafront with rugged cliffs, secret
bays, and a warren of sea caves. It’s all stunning habitat for Britains
coastal wildlife, but, not so long ago, it was also prime real estate for
one of our darkest industries.

The eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries saw a period of
particularly high taxation on everyday goods, largely due to a series of
very costly wars and the rapid growth of the British Empire. With prices
on household essentials such as tea swelling up to six times the price

ABOVE

FIC. 54 Sheet 35 — 53,
Cormwall and Scilly
Isles. Published: 1913,
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FIC. 143 The Cairngomms
Mational Park visualised
by using OF data produce:
Terrain 50. Created by
08 GDV team.

THIS WILD ISLAND

The Lake District includes England’s deepest lake, Windermere, plus
its highest peak, Scafell Pike (978m), extensive walking and climbing
routes, the Coast-to-Coast National trail and various “Wainwright’ trails.
Unsurprisingly, the Lake District is a major tourist destination, regularly
attracting over 15 million visitors annually and topping the list as the
most popular national park in Britain.

The Cairngorms

The Lake District may be England’s largest national park, but it is
dwarfed in size by Scotland’s Cairngorms, which spreads over 1,700
square miles in the heart of the Scottish Highlands, Here you will find
the highest point of any British national park, at the summit of Ben
Macdui (1309m), nine National Nature Reserves, and 25 per cent of
the UK’s rare and endangered species including red squirrel, crosshill,
capercaillie, and possibly even the Scottish wildcat, secreted quietly
within the Cairngorms' last existing tracts of ancient Caledonian forest.

Mational park status came far later to Scotland than in England or
Wales. A commission chaired by Christopher Addison first proposed
the Cairngorms as a national park back in 1931, but the process was
mired in opposition from private landowners, layers of bureaucracy,

a lack of political will, and local fears over land use. In 2002 the Lomond
and the Trossachs National Park was established,
and the Cairngorms National Park came into
existence the following year, but any plans for more
national parks to join this initial pairing were still
under consideration at the time of writing.

There are fifty-five Munros' found within the
Cairngorms National Park. The ‘Munros’are the
collective name for all the Scottish mountains over
3,000 feet and are named in honour of the British
mountaineer Sir Hugh Munro, who was the first to
publish the height tables back in 1891. Since then,
‘Munro Bagging’ has become a very popular pastime
for walkers, mountaineers, and rock climbers alike.

IHE CAIRMGORMS
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F1C. 144 The Cairngorms. Published: 1936,
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F1c. r7fh Ordnance Survey of Great Britain and Ireland, Sheet 1 and 2 joined together. Published: 1905.
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MOUNTAINS

The beautifully drawn early twentieth-century map in fig. 176 clearly
displays the various mountainous regions of Britain in its creased and
crinkled grey-black shading. Here, the central Pennines run up the spine
of northern England, Dartmoor and Exmoor occupy the English south-
west, and of course, the Scottish Highlands bulge up in a rough heart
shape from above the Borders to Caithness.

Britain’s mountainous regions were originally formed through a
combination of ancient continental collision, rifting, and volcanic activity.
They may be relatively small by international standards, but the names
of our highest peaks have global recognition and are responsible for
inspiring much literature, art, and culture.

Three Peaks — Britain’s Highest

Scotland’s Ben Nevis (1,345m), England's Scafell Pike (978m), and
Wales"Yr Wydffa (formerly Snowdon, 1,085m) are the three highest
mountains within each of the nations of Britain. Climbing any of these
peaks represents a challenge in itself, but each year approximately
30,000 pecple attempt to climb all three within twenty-four hours,
raising millions for charity in the process.

BEN NEVIS

Ben Nevis is the highest mountain in the British Isles. It stands at
a monolithic 1,345 metres above sea level and has a core formed by
the remnants of the collapsed dome of an ancient volcano.

An estimated 150,000 people make the ascent each year. On the
modern map, fig, 1778, note the ‘Observatory’, labelled in brackets as a
‘ruin’ and located close to the “shelter’. In the 1899 map this observatory
was fully functional and continuously staffed through day and nighr.



